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A Macro-View of a Small Township Gazetteer:
Magnanimity and Ambition as seen in the Gazetteer
of Yonaguni, Okinawa

HUANG Chih-huei

Yonaguni Island of Okinawa is located in the westernmost territory of Japan, and it is
the island closest to the eastern border of Taiwan. This article discusses the organization
and operation of compiling the gazetteer of Yonaguni Island, and explores why such a
small-sized community has such a large vision. The main reasons have to do with the
special geographical location of the island, which created a unique historical destiny, and
the existence of rich historical records from the outside. Besides, there was support for
local culture from the administrative authorities. The latter reason is the result of a
movement to construct local history, widely seen in the Okinawa Islands after the

destruction during World War II, which will also be discussed in this article.

Keywords: Yonaguni, Okinawa, Yaeyama Islands, local history, gazetteers
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